Sutton, 9 December, 2004

To Mr. Beauchèsne et le Comité consultatif d'aménagement de la MRC

It is with great concern that we received the news of the proposed construction of a communication tower on top of Mount Pinnacle.

We ask you to please stop this project!  This mountain is part of our natural landscape and heritage which must be protected now and for future generations. From the archives we know that those who lived here have venerated Mount Pinnacle for centuries beginning with the Abenakis People and continuing up to the present time.  A large number of concerned citizens wish to protect the mountain from this latest threat. This project would adversely affect the whole region. 

Mount Pinnacle is a natural treasure of incomparable beauty. It is irreplaceable.  

Recognizing this, the Pinnacle Land Trust has fought long and hard to protect the mountain from development. Mount Pinnacle is also part of the Appalachian Corridor (ACA), the conservation organization that is dedicated to protect this last wilderness region in southernmost Quebec, a fact that is known internationally.

This initiative of le Conseil du Trésor, (Quebec Government) that wants to establish a better safety network for its citizens may have some merit; however the impact that this project would have on our Mount Pinnacle is entirely unacceptable now and in the long term. We are convinced that a better site can be found that will serve the security needs of our region.  

You of the MRC have already shown yourselves to be aware of the importance of conservation.  We therefore ask you to please protect Mount Pinnacle, and safeguard the integrity of our natural environment. 

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Sincerely

Johanna Ryffel 

Kathleen Patton

cc. The Honourable Pierre Paradis, deputé de Brome Missisquoi; The Honourable Denis Paradis, MP; Mr. Winston Bresee, Mayor of Sutton.
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